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1. Context 

1.1  Presentation of the A*Midex initiative of excellence 
 

The A*Midex Initiative of Excellence (Idex) is composed of a consortium of 8 institutions on the higher-

education and research site of Aix-Marseille, coordinated by Aix-Marseille University. It aims to 

contribute to the emergence and development of a world-ranking interdisciplinary and 

transdisciplinary cluster of higher-education and research in the Aix-Marseille University area.  

Through A*Midex, its founding members support innovative and experimental actions at the scale of 

the Aix-Marseille site. They are careful to measure their impact as foundational projects both for the 

learning and teaching departments, research units, affiliated institutes, etc. and for the hierarchical 

funding bodies. A*Midex actions are thus transversally integrated across the institute; they rely on all 

the Vice-presidencies, central directorates involved within the university, and the consortium’s 

partners: CNRS, INSERM, CEA, IRD, Centrale Marseille, Sciences Po Aix, and Assistance-Publique 

Hôpitaux de Marseille (AP-HM).  

Sharing of knowledge arising from the research beyond the disciplines involved, within the community 

and to a broader public is also a key challenge which is very important to the partners of the initiative 

of excellence, as part of their commitment to open science. 

The actions undertaken by this consortium are steered by Aix-Marseille University and implemented 

at its heart by the “A*Midex university foundation”. 

 

 

1.2  Presentation of the strategic challenges related to the call for proposals 
 

In the context of field of action 4 “Incubation of projects to respond to the major and priority scientific 

and social challenges” in its roadmap 3.0 (2021-2024), A*Midex intends to encourage risk-taking to 

nurture the emergence of resolutely novel projects, promoting paradigm shifts and links between 

disciplines, that can find their place in the site’s research ecosystem. It is a question of promoting the 

emergence of new projects, likely to be the subject of a response to generic calls, like the majority of 

calls funded by the foundation.  

The incubation of innovative projects to meet major priority scientific and societal challenges, and 

risk-taking are key opportunities in the A*Midex roadmap 3.0; this call for projects contributes to 

responding to these opportunities. 
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2. Presentation and objectives of the call for proposals 

2.1  Presentation of the call for proposals and its objectives  
 

In 2022, the A*Midex Foundation is launching the fourth edition of the “Generic” call aiming to 

recognise and encourage novel approaches with the aim of giving a significant boost to ambitious 

emerging or exploratory scientific projects which are favourably placed in the national competition 

and that present original objectives, breaking with traditional research trajectories. The call covers all 

research disciplines and is open to all scientific fields without distinction. 

Specific objectives  

This call intends in particular to: 

• Select and fund emerging and innovative research projects, breaking with “classical” research 
trajectories; 

• Promote scientific audacity and the resolution of novel and original questions; 

• Encourage the development of emerging or exploratory themes, of disciplinary and 
interdisciplinary breakthroughs, new models, novel methods, theoretical advances; 

• Maximise the impact on the Aix-Marseille site in terms of growth of knowledge and 
significance of the projected results for the research projects supported; 

• Improve the positioning of projects on the Aix-Marseille site in national and international 
programmes. 

 

2.2  Target audience / Eligible candidates 
 

The Generic 2022 call is aimed at tenure researchers and lecturer-researchers from the Aix-Marseille 

site, affiliated with a research unit hierarchically linked to AMU alone or in combination with another 

entity.  

2.3  Type of projects supported 
 

The call for proposals covers all scientific research disciplines and all scientific fields on the Aix-
Marseille site. Projects may relate to basic or more finalised research.   
 

Duration  
 
The project submitted should include a provisional schedule for activities, and indicate the desired 

start date for the project. From the effective start of the project, the teams involved will have up to 48 

months to complete the project. 
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Budget and amount of funding allocated  
 
This call, developed for a duration of four (4) years is allocated a budget of €10 million.  

The funding awarded per project will be between €70k and €350k. 

The funding allocated by the A*Midex Foundation will be made available to the Scientific and 

Technical Leader for the project and their research unit - manager of the project - on an A*Midex 

budgetary line, on the condition that an attribution of funding agreement is signed with A*Midex.   

 

Eligible costs 

• Costs related to non-permanent research personnel are eligible.  

• Running costs and business trips are eligible. 

• Investment costs specific to research equipment are eligible within the limit of 30% of 
the overall funding allocated by A*Midex. 

• Investment costs eligible for A*Midex funding relate only to costs for specific 
equipment, in line with the project (necessary to implementation of the scientific 
project), excluding recurrent or classical costs for a research unit or learning and 
teaching department. 

• Computing equipment: only for specific computing equipment for scientific use linked 
to the execution of the project - for projects justifying specific need for computing 
equipment due to the nature of the scientific and teaching activities to be deployed. 
Not including office-based material, which is not covered by the A*Midex funding.  
 

Cost lines must be eligible according to the A*Midex regulations relating to the attribution of A*Midex 
funding, which can be consulted in the University’s Guide to procedures. These regulations should also 
be studied to determine what can be committed to on the funding managed by the University. 
 

2.4  Key roles in successful projects 
 

• Scientific and technical leader (STL): each project must be coordinated by a tenure researcher, 
or lecturer-researcher  from the Aix-Marseille site, who will ensure coordination and monitor 
implementation of the project. 

• Organiser: a named individual will be morally responsible for the use of funding awarded for 
the project. This person will be the director of research unit with which the scientific and 
technical leader for the project is affiliated. 

• Financial manager: an administrative manager within the research unit with which the 
scientific and technical leader is affiliated will be responsible for financial and/or 
administrative operations (recruitments, etc.). 
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• Administrative manager: it is highly recommended to designate a person who will undertake 
a supporting role alongside the STL for the administrative management of the project 
(recruitments, drawing up agreements, etc.) within the research unit with which the STL is 
affiliated, this person could for example be the administrative manager, management 
accountant, financial assistant. 

The scientific and technical leader of the project must demonstrate in their application the capacity of 

their research unit to undertake the steering and administrative management of the project. 

 

Summary  

• Duration of projects: at most 48 months 

• A*Midex funding per project: between €70k and €350k.  

• Budget for the call for proposals: The provisional budget for this action is 10 million euros. 
 

3. Modalities for submission of applications and contact details 

3.1  Modalities for submission of applications  
 

The application form for the CFP can be downloaded from  
https://www.univ-amu.fr/fr/public/lancement-de-lappel-projet-recherche-blanc 
 

Submission of the application involves two steps on the submission platform https://amidex-aap.univ-
amu.fr/: 

• STEP 1: DECLARATION OF INTENTION 

The declaration of intention is an OBLIGATORY step in the process. However, it is not used for selection.  

Candidates are invited to click on the “SUBMIT A PROJECT” button on the submission platform. They 
sign in to their submission area using their ENT login and password.  

At the latest at the deadline for step 1, they must complete the fields indicated on the form (see 
Indicative schedule - Paragraph 5) 

Timeline for the declaration of intention 26 April 2022 to 17 June 2022 noon (12:00) Paris 

time 

• STEP 2: FULL PROJECT PROPOSAL 

https://www.univ-amu.fr/fr/public/lancement-de-lappel-projet-recherche-blanc
https://amidex-aap.univ-amu.fr/
https://amidex-aap.univ-amu.fr/
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At this step, candidates provide a full application presenting their project (activities and budget). This 
application will be subjected to analysis and assessment. 

From the date of opening of step two, candidates who have submitted a declaration of intention will 
be invited to submit their full application at the latest at the deadline for step 2 by clicking on “STATUS 
OF MY PROJECTS” and transferring the following to their project space: 

• The completed application form 
• The budget for the project 
• The appendices. NB: some appendices are required 

To submit the application, the “submit” button at the bottom right of the submission form must be 
clicked. The status of the application will change from “open” to “submitted” once the application has 
been submitted. No addition will be possible once the submission platform has been closed after the 
indicated deadline. 

Deadline for submission of the completed application 15 September 2022 noon (12:00) 

Paris time. 

3.2  Contact details 
Until the closing date for the call for proposals, candidates can contact the following people: 

• For any questions relating to the framework text for the CFP:  
Ouafia BELHOUL, Project manager for training and scientific mediation A*Midex Foundation  

ouafia.BELHOUL@univ-amu.fr 
 

• For any question related to project development: 

DRV de campus : drv-depot-aap@univ-amu.fr 
 

 

4. Project selection process 

The selection process described below meets the A*Midex Foundation’s firm commitment to 

guarantee that the projects it supports combine scientific excellence, operational quality and a high 

potential for impact. 

4.1  Analysis of eligibility 
 

The eligibility of each application will be verified by the A*Midex Foundation upon receipt of the full 

application (step 2). Projects not meeting these criteria will be declared ineligible and, consequently, 

will neither be assessed nor presented to the A*Midex steering committee.  

mailto:ouafia.BELHOUL@univ-amu.fr
mailto:drv-depot-aap@univ-amu.fr
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• Nature of the scientific and technical leader for the project: Tenure researchers and 

lecturer-researchers from the Aix-Marseille site (affiliated with a research unit 

hierarchically linked to AMU alone or in combination with another entity);  

• Nature of the project: emergence of innovative projects involving scientific risk-taking. 

4.2  Administrative analysis 
The following administrative elements will be analysed by the A*Midex Foundation for each eligible 

application.  

- Duration of projects: at most 48 months  
- Amount of the grant awarded per project: €70k to €350k 
- Administrative and financial capacity of the research unit to manage the project  
- Completeness of the application: The application must be complete, and all the documents 

requested must be communicated in line with the application guide (see “Application form”)  

- Compliance of the budget and time-line with the regulations defined in the framework text.  
 

This analysis will be provided to the A*Midex steering committee alongside the results of the scientific 

assessment reports. 

4.3  Project selection modalities 
 

Each project will be the subject of two (2) independent scientific assessments by experts external to 

the Aix-Marseille site, so as to ensure a high quality scientific expertise. Assessors will be identified 

based on their scientific qualifications, their relevance with respect to the project to be assessed, and 

the challenges specific to the call for proposals. A declaration of confidentiality and absence of conflict 

of interest will be signed by each expert before any communication of the proposal in full. These 

procedures aim to guarantee a high level of scientific expertise and impartiality in this assessment 

approach. 

Eligible projects are assessed by two academic experts, according to the following assessment criteria, 

with weighting factors applied: 

Selection criterion Comments Grade 

1) Quality and ambition of the project 
 

• Scientific quality of the project, clarity and 
relevance of the project objectives 

• Novelty and innovative nature of the project/ 
exploratory nature and scientific audacity; 
answering new questions 

• Quality and adequation of the team defined 
for the project 

 

at least 40, at most 150 
words  

/5 
Weighting 

factor 4  
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2) Implementation modalities 

• Quality of the collaboration in terms of 
research in the teams, creative approach 
involving collaboration between research 
units (if relevant with respect to the project) 

 
• Quality and coherence of the project (defined 

programme of activities, description of 
activities and means, of project organisation, 
its management throughout, tools 
implemented to promote and measure risk-
taking) 
 

at least 40, at most 150 
words 

/5 
Weighting 

factor 4 

3) Expected impact and returns 

• Potential of the project in terms of scientific 
communication and communication towards 
socio-economic or cultural sectors 

• Capacity of the project to be part of national 
(ANR, INCA, etc.) and European (ERC, 
collaborative HEUR, EIC, etc.) calls for 
proposals.  

 

at least 40, at most 150 
words 

 
/5 

Weighting 
factor 2 

Total  /50 

 
 
Modalities for grading  
 
All eligible projects are subject to grading by the experts.  
 
1/ Grading of the 3 criteria above  
 
Each of the 3 assessment criteria is graded according to the following system: 

 

Grade What the grade means 
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0 Criterion not treated or impossible to assess with the information provided 

1 Inadequate: criterion treated superficially and not adequately  

2 Mediocre: criterion treated relatively satisfactorily but serious weaknesses remain 

3 Good: criterion well treated but improvements necessary 

4 Very good: criterion well treated, some improvements still possible 

5 Excellent: criterion perfectly treated, any remaining issues are minor 

 

Each criterion is thus graded out of 5.  
 
Weighting factors are applied to each criterion:  

• Criterion 1-Quality of the project and relevance to the objectives of the CFP: weighting factor 
4  

• Criterion 2-Quality of project implementation and contribution of the collaboration between 
research units: weighting factor 4  

• Criterion 3-Expected impact and returns: weighting factor 2 

A final grade out of 50 will thus be attributed.  

 

The experts attribute a letter to the project reflecting their overall recommendation to retain it or not: 

• A: project to be shortlisted as a priority 

• B: good project, but with reservations 

• C: inadequate project, do not shortlist 

 

Project selection modalities  

The A*Midex steering committee will select projects based on the assessment of the qualified experts 

consulted. 

 

4.4 Validation of accredited projects by the A*Midex steering committee 
 

The A*Midex steering committee will accredit the top-ranking projects from the call for proposals 

based of the assessments returned by the experts and also taking into account the Foundation’s 

administrative analysis. 

5. Indicative schedule 

 
26 April 2022, noon (Paris): Opening of the CFP  
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17 June 2022, noon (Paris): Deadline for submission of the declaration of intention (Step 1) 
 
15 September 2022, noon (Paris): Deadline for submission of the full application (Step 2) 
 
October-December 2022: Assessment of projects (eligibility & administrative analysis, 
scientific/pedagogical assessment) 
 
January 2023: Accreditation of projects by the A*Midex steering committee 
 
February 2023: Communication of results (provisional date) 
 
March 2023: Start of projects, provided agreements have been signed (provisional date) 
 

6. Conditions under which selected projects will be implemented 

The projects selected will be funded by the A*Midex Foundation by making financial assistance 

available. They will be the subject of an agreement for attribution of financial assistance before any 

funding can be used. This agreement will be signed by the scientific and technical leader of the project, 

the project organiser (manager/director of the research unit), and the President of the initiative of 

excellence (and by delegation of the management of the A*Midex Foundation). 

In addition, the management assistant of the research unit designated to undertake the financial 

management of the project must be accredited. 

A launch meeting for successful projects will be organised after their selection by the steering 

committee. During this meeting, all the necessary information relating to project implementation 

(agreements, reviews, financial and HR procedures, etc.) will be provided.  

It is important to note that, for any recruitments to be made in the context of the project, the profiles 

recruited must be external to the Aix-Marseille site and their last university degree/diploma must have 

been awarded by a university other than AMU (or A*Midex partners). For any recruitment, the offer 

of employment must advertised internationally. For further information on the financial and HR 

implementation modalities relating to the projects, please consult the documents listed in chapter 7. 

The scientific and technical leaders and their administrative support team will be bound by agreements 

with the A*Midex Foundation, described in the agreement for attribution of assistance, in particular 

in terms of annual project report, list of costs, compliance with Aix-Marseille University’s publication 

charter, acknowledgement of A*Midex, and communication supports, etc.  

Within the Aix-Marseille site’s Open Science strategy, the A*Midex Foundation is committed to the 

organisation and availability of research data. In this context, a Data Management Plan (DMP) will be 

requested for selected projects within 6 months of starting the project. A DMP is defined by the ANR 

as providing information on: the data (description and collection or re-use of existing data); 
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documentation and data quality; data storage and backup during the research process; legal and 

ethical requirements, codes of conduct; data sharing and long-term preservation; data management 

responsibilities and resources. The DMP is a tool to help encourage thinking about the research data 

and how to make them FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable). 

 

7.  Documents and useful links  

• General information on A*Midex: https://www.univ-amu.fr/en/public/excellence-initiative  

• A*Midex procedures1 (Financial regulations, Reference documents for finance, HR and 
Training): https://procedures.univ-amu.fr/amidex  (or by return email for personnel outside 
AMU) 

• Open A*Midex calls for proposals: https://www.univ-amu.fr/en/public/calls-projects-
progress-amidex  
 

                                                           
1 We invite you to subscribe to the procedures in order to be informed of any future updates 

https://www.univ-amu.fr/en/public/excellence-initiative
https://procedures.univ-amu.fr/amidex
https://www.univ-amu.fr/en/public/calls-projects-progress-amidex
https://www.univ-amu.fr/en/public/calls-projects-progress-amidex

